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[Abstract:] Wants proofs in white metal by medals suitable for presentation... 311 
G. 


Department of State 
Washington, 
March 25, 1880 


To the 
Director of the Mint. 
Philadelphia, Penn. 


Sir: 


Referring, among other past correspondence, to the letter of this Department addressed to 
your predecessor on the 7th of January 1874, concerning a life-saving testimonial medal for 
presentation by the President to a deserving seaman, I have now to request that you will kindly 
inform me what dies you have in your possession suitable for striking medals, to be presented, in 
the discretion of the Department of State and in the name of the President, to the officers or 
seamen of foreign vessels who may have rendered notable service in saving or attempting to save 
life from American vessels on the seas. 


It is understood that the State Department has, on occasions heretofore, had two medals 
struck, one large and the other smaller, for such presentation, these medals being distinct from 
the one authorized by Section 7 of the Act of June 20, 1874. 


If you have such dies, or other suitable ones, now in your possession, I will thank you to 
cause to be prepared and sent hither with all convenient dispatch, proofs thereof, in white metal, 
with a statement of the respective cost of striking the same in gold, silver and bronze, with 
suitable inscription engraved thereon for presentation, in order that, with these samples and 
prices before me, I may the more readily determine what class of testimonial to present in given 
cases. 


Should the dies you now have be of large size, as is inferred, I will also thank you to 
inform me what would be the cost of preparing a dies from which to strike small medals, of say 
1 3/10 inches diameter, to be worn by the recipients, with the cost of the medals in gold, silver 
and bronze respectively. 


The cost of the white-metal proofs of existing dies, herein requested, will be borne by the 
Department of State on leaving the amount due. 


Iam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


John Hay, Assistant Secretary. 


[Enclosed note:] No letter of Jany. 7, 74 on file nor any copy of a reply to it. 


